
My Favorite Tractor

A very big jump 
in horse-

power is how Tom 
Heinze describes 
a 1979 used 
model 4440 John 
Deere he pur-
chased in 1990. 
The Portage 
dairyman bought 
the machine that 
registered 5,200 
hours from Mid-
State Equipment 
in Columbus for 
$22,000. 

“This was 
going to be my 
new big tractor 
and main power 
source for operating the Gehl 70 chopper, pulling a fi ve-bottom plow, picking 
corn and completing tillage chores,” he says. “It has power steering, a wide front 
end, block heater, eight forward and two reverse gears, dual hydraulics, air con-
ditioning, and a radio.” Since the tractor is big enough to handle icy conditions 
and the cab provides protection from changing weather, it’s also used daily for 
winter feeding. Come spring, Heinze pulls a 20-foot fi eld cultivator and six-row 
planter, and chops stalks in the fall. Some work has been done on the trans-
mission, and a major engine overhaul was completed on the 4440, which now 
shows 11,700 hours on the tachometer. 

Heinze, who milks 275 Holsteins with his son, Mark, also owns a 4240, 4040, 
4020, 7710, 730, two model A’s and a 105 White tractor. “This was the fi rst 
tractor where I could work out of the elements. I was able to go from long johns 
and coveralls to short sleeves when planting,” he notes. “All that extra power and 
added comfort certainly made a signifi cant difference in our day-to-day farming 
activities.”

To have your favorite tractor featured, send in a photo of yourself with 
your tractor, along with a 150-word write-up about the tractor, to: Wisconsin 
Agriculturist, 102 E. Jefferson St., P.O. Box 236, Brandon, WI 53919.
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Lutheran Church is 
located in Spring Lake 
Township at the junc-
tion of State Highway 
128 and County Trunk 
B between Spring 
Valley and Elmwood. 
Established as a 
Norwegian Lutheran 
Church in 1874, it is 
presently served by 
the Rev. Peter Friberg. 
It is a two-point parish 
with the Gilman 
Lutheran Church, 
sharing pastors and 
parsonage. 

In June 1930, 
the original building 
was destroyed by a 
tornado. The present church building was erected in June 1931. Many improve-
ments have been added throughout the years. Most noted is the gleaming 
copper steeple that casts its glow of welcome throughout the fi elds and forest 
of the beautiful and serene setting. Spring Lake Lutheran has a simple mis-
sion statement: Like the farmland which surrounds it, our congregation is fer-
tile soil into which the Holy Spirit has planted the seed of faith. Like rain, God 
nourishes with His word, both His commandments which convict us but also 
the message of death and resurrection. Because we are nourished, we bear 
the fruits of love and forgiveness as we share God’s message with those both 
near us and far away so that all may come to know the love and power of God. 
Submitted by Glenn Nelson, Elmwood.

If you would like your country church featured in Country Church Corner, 
please submit a snapshot and a 200-word write-up about the church’s history to: 
Wisconsin Agriculturist, 102 E. Jefferson St., P.O. Box 236, Brandon, WI 53919.
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Sponsored by FS Seeds

Grower Files

ADVERTISEMENT

Grower manages many 
factors each season

The growing season is action-packed with a lot to deal 
with, and Jay Goetz is keeping up. He’s dealing with the 
normal things like soil conditions, cyst nematode pressure 
and previous yield performance, along with the not so 
normal things like whether or not his field will be a housing 
development in the next few years. 

Goetz lives along the Illinois-Wisconsin border and 
farms in Bristol, Wis., and Wadsworth, Ill. He is right 
between Chicago and Milwaukee, so there is a lot of urban 
development. “In one 200-acre field, I have subdivisions on 
all four sides,” Goetz says.

He uses variable-rate technology and yield map data to 
help him get the most from his land, which is a mix of fertile 
black earth and gravelly soil near the Des Plaines River. 
He’s especially diligent on the land he owns more so than 
on the land he rents that might be in development soon. “It 
costs more money to do, but it takes better care of the land,” 
Goetz says.

His FS crop specialist, Jeff Konkol, helps him keep track of 
everything going on in his fields. Goetz gets corn, soybean, 
alfalfa, forage seed (there’s a large market for horse feed 
in his area), and all his fertilizer and crop protection needs 
from Conserv FS. “Jeff stays on top of the varieties. We 
used to do the same from year to year, but with technology 
moving so rapidly, we normally try to plant eight to 10 
varieties at different maturities, and not put all of our eggs 
in one basket. He tells me first before I know there could be 
a problem in a field,” Goetz says.

One common problem in the area is soybean cyst 
nematode. “A lot of cabbage is grown in this area, which 
has introduced cyst nematode to soybean-growing fields. 
That’s why I make sure the beans I recommend for those 
affected fields have cyst resistance,” Konkol says.  

This season, the biggest problem was lack of rain over 
the summer. “This year was a little tough for beans, but the 
corn made up for it. It was cold and wet early, then dry. The 
whole month of August, there was no rain. Corn for Jay did 
OK, though,” Konkol notes.

“The corn was the star for sure,” adds Goetz. “I didn’t 
think it would be when we dried up, but the roots were 
down deep enough to grab the early water.”

Jay Goetz (right) with Conserv FS specialist Jeff Konkol Bristol, Wis.
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