
Northwest: In North Henderson 
Township, Mercer County, approxi-
mately 10 miles northwest of Galesburg, 
78 acres with Class A soils (excellent 
quality soils) brought $7,794 per acre 
in October 2008. Since July 1, 2008, this 
is the only sale with Class A or AB soils 
recorded at the Mercer County court-
house (excluding excessively low and 
high sales, i.e. sales below $5,000 per 
acre and above $9,000 per acre). The 
average per-acre price for Class A or AB 
soils during this same time period in the 
Northwestern Crop Reporting District 
was $6,655 and around the entire state 
was $6,461.

East: In Sidell Township, Vermilion 
County, approximately 20 miles south-
west of Danville, 121 acres with Class 
A soils (excellent quality soils) brought 
$6,601 per acre in October 2008. Since 
July 1, 2008, 10 sales with Class A or 
AB soils have been recorded at the 
Vermilion County courthouse at an av-
erage price of $6,580 per acre (excluding 
excessively low and high sales, i.e. sales 
below $5,000 per acre and above $9,000 
per acre) totaling 1,028 acres valued 
at $6,770,111. The price range per acre 

Numbers 
hanging 
in there

varied from $5,000 
to $6,849, while 
the average tract 
size was 103 acres. 
The average per-
acre price for Class A 
or AB soils during this 
same time period in the 
Eastern Crop Reporting District was 
$6,242 and around the entire state is 
$6,461.

West-southwest: In Auburn Township, 
Sangamon County, 10 miles southwest 
of Springfi eld, 10 acres with Class A soils 
(excellent quality soils) brought $8,000 
per acre in October 2008. Since July 1, 
2008, 15 sales with Class A or AB soils 
have been recorded at the Sangamon 
County courthouse at an average price 
of $6,805 per acre (excluding exces-
sively low and high sales, i.e. sales 
below $5,000 per acre and above $9,000 
per acre) totaling 1,525 acres valued at 
$10,380,421. The price range per acre 
varied from $5,000 to $8,000, while the 
average tract size was 102 acres. The 
average per-acre price for Class A or 
AB soils during this same time period in 
the West Southwestern Crop Reporting 
District was $6,436 and around the entire 
state is $6,461.

By Evan Lemenager, editor of The 
Illinois Land Sales Bulletin, a bimonthly 
report on farmland sales.
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PICK up some tillage tips later this 
month at the 2009 Illinois Regional 

Tillage Seminars.
This year’s theme is “Tillage, 

Technology and Environmental 
Stewardship.” The seminars will focus 
on the latest technology and environ-
mental stewardship associated with 
adopting a no-till and strip-till farming 
system. Presenters will provide hands-
on recommendations and information.

The program begins at 8 a.m. and 
ends at 3 p.m. The seminar will be 
held Jan. 27 in Bloomington, Jan. 28 in 
Princeton and Jan. 29 in Malta.

The 2009 Illinois Tillage Seminars 
are co-sponsored by the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture, University 
of Illinois Extension, the Association 
of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and SWCDs. 
Some tillage seminars will include agri-
business exhibitors. These seminars will 
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$8,000/acre
80 acres

$7,794/acre
78 acres

$6,061/acre
121 acres

provide continuing education credit for 
certifi ed crop advisers (currently being 
submitted).

Pre-registration is necessary. The 
deadline is one week prior to the sched-
uled meeting. Seating is limited, so 
registration will be taken on a fi rst-come 
basis. A $20 per person fee will be 
charged to cover room rental and lunch. 

To register by mail, include the fol-
lowing information with your check: 
Name of meeting/tillage seminar, your 
name, address and county of residence. 
Please make your check payable to 
“University of Illinois” and send to the 
address listed for the seminar location 
you wish to attend.

For more information, call Bob 
Frazee, U of I Natural Resources edu-
cator, at 309-694-7501, ext. 226.

Topics will include:
■ 2008 season in review
■ State cost-share and technical as-

sistance programs
■ 2008 Farm Bill and conservation 

payments
■ Tillage and carbon sequestration
■ Climate’s impact on crops
■ Long-term effects of no-till, strip-till
■ Planter setup for no-till
■ Managing weeds in no-till/strip-till 

systems
Source: University of Illinois

Mark the calendar
■ Jan. 27 at the Interstate Center
 in Bloomington
■ Jan. 28 at The Galleria in Princeton
■ Jan. 29 at Kishwaukee College
 in Malta

Tillage seminars start late January

Sponsored by FS Seeds

Grower Files

ADVERTISEMENT

Complex soils require 
added expertise

It all comes down to rainfall on Bruce Heckert’s farm. He 
and his brother, George, rely on AgriPride FS for seed, crop  
protection and fertilizer for their 1,100-acre corn, soybean 
and wheat operation in Venedy, Ill. Their biggest challenges 
are lack of water and variable soils. “We run the whole 
gamut,” says Bruce. “Some of our soils are always a couple 
days away from a drought. We need varieties that can 
withstand stress.”

Adds FS crop specialist Jim Stein, “Our soil is mixed; 
we can have six different types on the same 40. On the 
better bottom ground, we have some high-production 
areas, so we’re looking for a racehorse type of situation. 
On tighter clay soils, we need a more defensive hybrid. On 
soybeans, we’re looking for the same kind of thing — more 
yield potential on the better ground, and we’re looking for 
a shorter type of variety ahead of wheat. We’re defensive 
on our light soils and double-crop fi elds because they are 
withstanding a lot of heat and dryness. Our soil has an 
inability to hold water.”

Each winter the Heckerts sit down with Stein and choose 
hybrids and varieties fi eld by fi eld. And often by acre blocks, 
depending on yield goals and soil variance. Bruce says they 
have about 40 fi elds — the largest is 125 acres and their 
smallest is 6 acres. “We’re lucky if we can put one variety 
in the same fi eld,” he says. For instance, they usually divide 
their larger 125-acre fi eld into an 80-acre section and 45-acre 
section, and use two different varieties. 

Their yields on corn can vary from 125 to 175 bushels per 
acre. This year was exceptionally wet, so they averaged 150 
bushels per acre on soils that normally get 125.

Stein’s FS HiSOY® soybeans really outperformed this year, 
too. “Jim’s recommendation on the 4366 soybean was really 
a good surprise and an outstanding soybean variety,” says 
Bruce. “This year it [HS 4366] came in at 72 bushel an acre, 
when last year was about 27, mostly because of the drought.”

Bruce likes working with AgriPride FS because he knows 
and trusts the people there. AgriPride FS also offers a 
rewards program when their customers bundle seed, 
fertilizer and crop protection purchases. That makes a 
difference to the Heckerts’ bottom line. “We get dollars per 
acre back depending on volume,” he says.

Bruce Heckert, Venedy, Ill.


