
By DICK TREMAIN

SOILS in many Marshall County 
farm fi elds stayed in place 
through this year’s heavy rains 

because of efforts of an unlikely team 
of farmers, contractors and a USDA em-
ployee named Melinda Tague.

A soil conservation technician with 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Tague has been in Marshall 
County in central Iowa since 1992, de-
signing conservation practices such 
as grassed waterways or terraces to 
meet farmers’ resource concerns. She 
also works closely with contractors to 
ensure the practices are built effi ciently 
and to design specifi cations.

Dana Holland, district conserva-
tionist for NRCS and Tague’s supervisor, 
says, “There are many soil and water 
challenges in Marshall County. Melinda 
helps farmers meet those concerns. 
They trust her.” 

When a Marshall County farmer con-
tacts NRCS, either Tague or Holland will 
work with the individual to address his 
or her conservation issues. 

“If the solution includes building a 
practice on the land, we give them a 
design and help them get available fi -
nancial assistance,” says Tague. “The 
farmer is in charge. We work for the 
landowner. The farmer hires the con-
tractor and our three-person project 
team is complete. We have a precon-
struction meeting. NRCS acts as a con-
sultant to the contractor and offers 
advice because we want to take care of 
the farmers’ problem.”

Planning ahead, staying on track
Tague also works to avoid contractor 
problems like downtime. “Downtime 
on a project isn’t good,” says Brian 
Hoover, owner of Hoover Drainage Co. 
at LeGrand. “If we have expensive ma-
chinery on site, we need our questions 
answered right away. We must keep 
moving.”

Hoover does tiling and drainage 
projects, and builds ponds, grass wa-

SAVING SOIL: Melinda Tague of NRCS, pictured with farmer Kevin Holl, says, 
“Grass waterways are designed to eliminate ephemeral gully erosion. Drop 
structures eliminate classic gully erosion.”

Key Points
■ Conservation technicians provide advice 

and instruction for projects.
■ Soil conservation practices need to be 

built effi ciently and correctly. 
■ It is important for NRCS, landowners and 

contractors to work together.

Tackle erosion 
with teamwork

terways and terraces. Tague provides 
many of the designs the company uses 
in construction. The designs can be as 
complete as possible, notes Tague, but 
questions always arise —- often at in-
convenient times.

“An important part of teamwork is 
being available to help each other,” says 
Tague. “I’d rather contractors call me on 
a Sunday than have a mess on Monday. 
If I can talk to a contractor for 10 min-
utes and get him on the right track, it is 
less cost to the landowner, less trouble 
for us, and the contractor has a better 
chance of making money.”

Tague likes to work with contractors 
throughout the year, even when they 
aren’t moving earth. Every winter, Tague 
hosts a contractors’ meeting to explain 
new NRCS specifi cations, the Iowa One 
Call service and Iowa Department of 
Transportation regulations.

Tague also trains contractors on 
NRCS’ checkout policy. “That means,” 
she says, “all contractors know what 
will be examined for NRCS payment ap-
proval. We want no surprises. We want 
the landowners to get what they need, 
NRCS to get what we need, and we want 
the contractor to build the practice in 
the most effi cient way possible.” 

Contractors showed appreciation 
for Tague recently at the group’s annual 
meeting. The Iowa Chapter of Land 
Improvement Contractors of America 
named her the 2007 Conservationist of 
the Year.

“I cherish the LICA award,” says 
Tague. “But the rewards I like best are 
seeing soil and water conservation 
practices working on the land.”

Tremain writes for NRCS in Iowa.
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One-stop approach 
brings success

Craig Rozenboom takes full advantage of all the benefi ts 
of working with Agriland FS Inc. Rozenboom, who farms in 
Bussey, Iowa, with his father, Robert, buys all of his soybean 
seed, chemicals and anhydrous from Agriland.

“We truly are a one-stop shop,” says his crop specialist, 
Dustin Ellis.

Rozenboom started using FS HiSOY® soybean seed about 
four years ago. “One reason why I tried it was because my 
other brands were getting high in price,” he says. “I’ve been 
well satisfi ed with the yields.”

Bussey, located east of Des Moines, has good, rich, black 
soil that is pretty consistent. Rozenboom’s yield goal and 
average for soybeans is 45 to 50 bushels per acre. Those good 
results have kept him with the beans.

Ellis says the FS HiSOY beans can yield from 55 to 60 
bushels per acre when conditions are ideal. “FS soybeans 
have phenomenal high-yield potential,” he says. “About all 
the beans we have are cyst nematode beans. It’s nice to have 
that protection.”

Rozenboom says the biggest pest problem for him is 
aphids. He likes the advice and expertise he gets from Ellis on 
controlling the problem.

He also likes the way the seeds look in the early stages. 
“They emerge out of the ground real good,” he says. “We had 
a lot of water this year, but they pulled out and look good.”

Ellis agrees, “They come out real even and real quick. In 
no-till situations, you plant them and want them to come out 
quickly. The faster they come out of the ground, the faster 
they are taking advantage of the sunlight.”

Sunlight was something that was in short supply this 
growing season. The area has seen about 45 inches of rain 
this year, compared to 28 to 30 inches of rainfall in a normal 
year. “The beans look very good this year considering what 
we’ve been through. That goes back to disease tolerance. They 
are good on sudden death syndrome that occurs from too 
much water,” says Ellis. 

Craig Rozenboom, Bussey, Iowa
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